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41st Annual Family History Workshop - September 24, 2016 

Workshop Schedule 

 

8:00 – 8:30 Lobby: Registration and Refreshments 

8:30 – 8:45 Welcome 

8:50-10:00 
 

Room 108 
D. Joshua Taylor 
Bridging the Gap: Finding 
Ancestors in the U.S. 
Between 1780 and 1830 

Room 101 
John Beving 
Civil War Research – 
Beyond the Compiled 
Service Records 

Room 102 
 Dr. Igor 
Ovtchinnikov 
European Immigrants in 
the American Northern 
Plains: Genetic and 
Cultural Parallels 

Room 105 
Verlyn Anderson 
Exploring Land Records: 
Local and Federal 

Room 114 
Jackie Marler  
Getting on the Road with 
your Family History 

10:00 – 10:45 Genealogical Exhibits 

10:45 – 12:00 Noon Room 108 
D. Joshua Taylor 
Mapping Your Success: 
Employing Maps for 
Genealogical Research 

Room 101 
Tony Tilton 
Make Mine Digital 

Room 102 
Jerimiah Moerke 
Genealogy and DNA 101 

Room 105 
Pam Burkhardt 
Clues in and on 
Photographs 

Room 114 
Margaret Zeren and 
Kristi Kaiser  
A Moment in Time: using 
timelines to discover 
moments in your 
ancestor’s lives 

Noon – 1:30 Luncheon – Awards -  Les Bakke – Veterans’ Oral History Project               Genealogical Exhibits Open about 1:00 

1:30 – 2:45 Room 108 
D. Joshua Taylor 
Mission Accomplished: 
Planning Your Research 
Trip 

Room 101 
Luana Gilstrap 
Preventing and Over- 
Coming Brick Walls  
Part 1 

 Room 102 
Rob Stieglitz 
DNA – Genealogy and 
Beyond – Y DNA and 
mitochondrial DNA (mt 
DNA) 

 Room 105 
Michael Swanson 
Getting the Most out of 
Ancestry.com 

Room 114 
Ron Salber 
Where Do I Start With 
German Research? 

2:45 – 3:15 Genealogical Exhibits and Refreshments  

3:15 – 4:30 Room 108 
D. Joshua Taylor 
New Tools and Ideas in 
Research 

Room 101 
Luana Gilstrap 
Preventing and Over- 
Coming Brick Walls  
Part 2 

Room 102 
Rob Stieglitz 
Genealogy – Autosomal 
DNA – and X-DNA 

Room 105 
Verlyn Anderson 
Norwegian Genealogy 
Research – Online 
Resources 

Room 114 
Jackie Marler 
News You Can Use  



 

 

 

 

Workshop Presenters 
41st Annual Family History Workshop, Moorhead, Minnesota 

D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS is a nationally known and recognized genealogical 
author, lecturer, and researcher and a frequent speaker at family history events 

across the globe.  Passionate about family history, Joshua is active in the 
genealogical community and the current President for the Federation of 

Genealogical Society (FGS).  He is the recipient of numerous awards and honors, 
including RootsTech’s Distinguished Presenter Award, the Federation of 

Genealogical Societies Award of Merit, and the Rubicam Youth Award from the 

National Genealogical Society.  In 2013 he authored “The Keane and Sheahan 

Families of Bridgeport, Connecticut,” a study of a family’s immigration and life in 

New England after the Irish famine.  He is also the coordinator for courses at the 

Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy and the Genealogical Research Institute of 
Pittsburgh.  He holds an MLS (Archival Management) and an MA (History) from 

Simmons College and has been a featured genealogist on Who Do You Think 
You Are?  with Sarah Jessica Parker, Kelly Clarkson, Ashley Judd, Reba McEntire, and Rob Lowe.  At the 

present time Joshua can be seen taking Americans through through their past as a host on the popular 
PBS series Genealogy Roadshow.   

D. Joshua Taylor:  Bridging the Gap:  Finding Ancestors in the U. S. Between 1780 and 1830: 
Have you lost an ancestor between 1780 and 1830?  Often connecting our ancestors to colonists can be 
quite a task. Learn how to employ probate, land, census, tax, and other compiled records to help bridge 

the gap.  Mapping your Success: Employing Maps for Genealogical Research:  Learn how to go 
beyond the basic “political map” for genealogical research.  Explore maps tracing boundary changes, 

religious groups, political districts, migration routes, and more.  Mission Accomplished: Planning 
your research trip - large or small:  Planning a Research Trip?  Come see how to use basic resources, 
pre-planning, and technology to ensure success on any research trip – large or small.  New Tools and 
Ideas in Research:  The field of genealogy is constantly evolving.  Each day new techniques, resources, 
and tools are developed to assist in the quest for one’s ancestors.  Learn technological developments 

(including gadgets and gizmos) and newly discovered resources for genealogical research, and more.   

John Beving: is currently President of the Red River Valley Genealogical Society. He has been an RRVGS 

officer for the past 16 years.  For over twenty-five years, John has been actively involved in genealogical 
research with an emphasis on military records.  Civil War Records – Beyond the Compiled Service 
Records:   For most people, obtaining the military service records for their Civil War ancestor from the 
National Archives is the climax of their research.  Instead, it should be the beginning.  This session will 

examine official Army Records, Medical/Surgical History and other federal and state records.   

Tony Tilton: Tony Tilton is the morning director for Valley News Live and General Manager of Moorhead 
Community Access Media and Television. He is a graduate and on-call adjunct professor of film and music 
at MSUM and is a founding chairperson of the Fargo Film Festival as well as the chairman of the annual 

popular culture festival Valley Con and Fargo-Moorhead Comic-Con and several other local and regional 

events and non-profit organizations. Make Mine Digital: If you have a collection of audio cassettes and 
VHS tapes that are gathering dust, attend this session and learn how you can convert them into useful 

computer files that can be edited, put on CDs or DVDs or saved to an iPod or MP3 player or loaded on 
the Internet.  



 

 

Luana Gilstrap: Luana began working on her family history in college. She earned her B.A. in English 

from UCLA and remained there to earn her Masters in Library Science. She has worked as a genealogical 
librarian in two different libraries. Over the years she has taught family history courses at colleges, been 

a presenter at numerous genealogy seminars, and for five years was an instructor in the training program 
at the Los Angeles Regional Family History Library. Currently she is the Director of the Fargo LDS Family 

History Center. Her travels have taken her into courthouses, libraries, and archives across the United 

States and in England and Ireland.  Preventing and Overcoming Brick Walls (Part 1 and Part 2):   
You will learn about research methodology and working smart so that you do not cause brick walls, and 

how to recover if you create one.  This is a two-hour presentation.   

Dr. Igor Ovtchinnikov: Dr. Igor Ovtchinnikov, Associate Professor of Biology and Forensic Science at 

the University of North Dakota (UND), conducts research projects focusing on the variability of individual 
genomes and the dynamics of population genetic diversity over space and time. His expertise lies in the 

fields of human, primate, and Neanderthal genetics as well as forensic and ancient DNA. The 

collaborative effort with Theodore Roosevelt National Park assesses the mustang population at the 
genetic level for the development of appropriate conservation strategy and the historic, current, and 

future status of bison herds from biological, archaeological, and cultural perspectives. He has published 
his studies in numerous journals. European Immigrants in the American Northern Plains: Genetic 
and Cultural Parallels: The North Dakota Genetic Ancestry project aims to examine the degree of 

mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) variation in residents of European ancestry living in North Dakota. If you 
would like to participate, genetic information in this study will be collected anonymously and does not 

have medical implications.  To participate in this project, you need to be born in North Dakota and have a 
European family history at least on one family side.  

Jerimiah Moerke:  Jerimiah Moerke has a degree in journalism and history from the University of 
Minnesota, Twin Cities.  Moerke began researching his ancestors nearly two decades ago.  Much of this 

work has focused on his ancestors in Minnesota, colonial America, the Netherlands, Germany and Poland.  

Most recently, he has become very interested in using DNA in his research.  Genealogy and DNA 
Testing 101:  This session will cover the basics of using DNA testing in genealogy research.  DNA 

testing is a relatively new tool for the family history researcher.  The presenter will outline the basics of 
DNA, why it’s useful for genealogy research, the types of DNA testing available for researchers and an 

overview of the testing services available.  The session will also include success stories and pitfalls of 

using DNA testing in your family tree project.   

Rob Flanagan Stieglitz: Rob’s genealogy experience includes: Since 1997: Member National 

Genealogical Society, Heritage Education Commission Family History Workshop Presenter - Irish 
Genealogy, Celtic Festival Presenter - Irish Genealogy, F-M Communiversity Presenter - National 

Geographic/ IBM Genographic Project and Irish Genealogy. His educational background includes BS 

Chemistry/Biology Education, Graduate Studies: Biochemistry, Pharmacy Degree. His work experience 
includes: Chemistry/Biology Teacher 10 years, Pharmacist 28 years, Information Systems/Computer 

Technology 3.5 years. DNA – Genealogy and Beyond - Y-DNA and mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA):  
This Presentation teaches us how to interpret the results of Y-DNA and mtDNA (mitochondrial DNA) tests 

and what it tells us about your ancestry. Learn how your paternal and maternal ancestral lines migrated 
out of Africa 65-100,000 years ago.  Create an ancestral migration family tree.  Do you have non-Modern 

Man DNA (Neanderthal/Denisovan)?  Find and contact others that are genetic matches. A basic 

understanding of DNA tests will be taught initially.  Testing companies, The Genographic Project and 
Family Tree DNA along with GEDmatch will be used.  DNA – Genealogy - Autosomal DNA and X-
DNA:  This Presentation teaches us how your Autosomal DNA and X-DNA are used in Genealogy.  Learn 
how you can find “cousins” that are also tracing their family tree. See how you can use them to solve 

that “brick wall” when you encounter the end of the paper trail.  A basic understanding of DNA tests will 

be taught initially. Easy to use handy charts/diagrams for helping your research are included in the 
presentation. Testing companies Ancestry DNA and Family Tree DNA along with GEDmatch will be used. 

Verlyn Anderson: A retired Library Director and Professor of Scandinavian Studies at Concordia College, 
Verlyn and his wife, Evonne, have escorted more than 40 study tours to Norway and the Baltic region for 



 

 

Concordia College, the Smithsonian Museums in Washington, D.C. and the Hadeland Lag of America.  He 

has edited the Brua: the Newsletter of the Hadeland Lag for over twenty years and has worked 
extensively in the development of the Hadeland Immigrant Identification Database which currently 

contains genealogical information about the more than 11,500 people from Hadeland who emigrated to 
the United States and Canada.   Verlyn was born and raised on the farm that his great-grandparents 

homesteaded in 1870 in rural Rothsay, Minnesota and that, at an early age, “sparked” his interest in 

Norwegian emigration to America.  Exploring Land Records: Local and Federal: Did your immigrant 
family settle on a homestead when they arrived in America?  This session includes a description of the 

1862 Homestead Law and other federal land laws, and the eligibility requirements of homesteading 
applicants for obtaining a homestead.  [Examples of the documents needed for the application for a 

homestead, the settling on the land and how the homesteader could receive the legal deed of ownership 
are also discussed.  It is also necessary for the person seeking copies of the homestead application from 

the National Archives to include the legal description of the local homesteaded land.  How to determine 

that legal description is also included in this presentation. Examples of documents from the Land Entry 
files that are available from the National Archives in Washington, D.C. are also included in this 

presentation.  These federal land entry files, - homestead papers – contain much information about what 
your ancestor did to improve the homestead during the five years before he/she could become the legal 

owner of the homestead.  Norwegian Genealogy Research – On-line Resources:  There are many 

Norwegian genealogy-rich resources available on the Internet. This session introduces you to some of 
those major sites, including (1) the Norwegian National Archives: www.arkivverket.no/eng/Digitalarkivet 

which now contains access to ALL of the Norwegian parish records, Norway’s national census and much 
more! (2) www.norwayheritage.com - lots of valuable information about Norwegian emigrant ships and 

their passenger lists. (3) “How to trace your ancestors in Norway – a basic guide to researching for 
information about your Norwegian ancestors.  (4) www.fellesraad.com.  How to access the valuable 

information that the Norwegian-American lags have about your Norwegian emigrant ancestors.”     

Pam Burkhardt:  Pam Burkhardt has worked in the historical museum field for almost 35 years, working 
for 24 years at the Clay County Historical Society Museum in Moorhead. She is currently Collections’ 
Manager at the Germans from Russia Heritage Collection at The Libraries, NDSU in Fargo.  Clues In and 
On Photographs:  Clues in and on family photographs can help you with your genealogy research. 

Learn what clues are found on photographs and postcards to help you date the images and text. A 
general time line is included as well as resources and helpful online sites.  

Michael Swanson: A native of Fulton, Illinois, Michael is an archivist in the Elwyn B. Robinson 
Department of Special Collections at the University of North Dakota. He graduated in 2007 with a MSI 

degree from the University of Michigan, specializing in archives and records management. His current 

responsibilities include managing the Arne G. Brekke Bygdebok Collection and conducting genealogical 
and historical research on behalf of remote patrons. Michael is president of the Minnkota Genealogical 

Society in Grand Forks and has been a regular speaker at the annual Moorhead Family History Workshop.  
Getting the Most Out of Ancestry.com: Ancestry.com continues to be a worldwide leader in fee-

based access to genealogical information and currently has more than 2.3 million personal subscribers. In 

addition to its related services such as Fold3, Newspapers.com, and AncestryDNA, the flagship website 
has a collection of more than 17 billion records organized into thousands of databases. With this amount 

of information, navigating the website and obtaining relevant results can be challenging. This session will 
demonstrate how the website is organized and provide tips and tools for you to conduct effective 

searches on Ancestry.com. 

Jackie Marler:  Jackie Marler's interest in family history research was sparked attending the Family 

History Workshop in 1982. She has won two G. K. Haukebo awards in 1992 and 2007 and has been a 
presenter at numerous Family History Workshops. She currently is newsletter editor for Red River Valley 

Genealogical Society, the genealogist for the Hallinglag of America and on staff at the West Fargo 
Historical Center. Getting on the Road with Your Family History:   A good understanding of the 

basic research process will lead you to good results. Apply the steps in the research process to your own 

http://www.arkivverket.no/eng/Digitalarkivet
http://www.norwayheritage.com/
http://www.fellesraad.com/


 

 

search and get where you want to go.  News You Can Use: “Any person that don’t read at least one 

well-written country newspaper is not truly informed.” Will Rogers's bon mot is great advice for 
genealogists. This presentation explores the many ways to make newspapers of the past work for today’s 

researcher. 

Kristi Kaiser & Margaret Zeren: Kristi has a degree in Zoology from NDSU; she has worked for more 

than 20 years in the computer industry at Great Plains/Microsoft. Beginning her family research in 1976, 
she was bitten by the geno bug and has been researching ever since. Her areas of interest for genealogy 

research include regional history of the Dakotas, Minnesota, Wisconsin as well as countries including 
Canada, Ireland, Luxembourg, Germany and Poland. Margaret has lived in the Fargo/Moorhead area for 

her entire life and graduated from MSUM with a BS in Computer Science and a minor in Business. Her 

interest in Family History Research started in High School with the required project to write her family 
history. That was when she learned that her Irish great-great grandfather was a ship captain on the 

Great Lakes. Since then, she has attended the HEC Family History workshop for over 25 years and joined 
the HEC in 2011. She served as a workshop presenter in 2012, served as Vice President and is currently 

President.  Margaret is married and has two grown children. A Moment in Time - discovering key 
moments in our ancestors’ lives: This session will explore how to create and leverage timelines for 

your ancestors allowing you more insight into your ancestors’ lives. Timelines can be leveraged for 

research, breaking through walls and ultimately help you publish the information you have worked so 
hard to discover. 

Ron Salber:  Ron Salber has been doing genealogical research for over 20 years.  He has traced 4 of his 
great-grandparent lines back to the 1600’s in Germany.  He is currently researching in the German 

Church records for the 1600’s & 1700’s.  Ron has attended the Institute of Genealogy & Historical 
Research (IGHR) and several national society conferences.  He is a member of the Germanic Genealogy 

Society, Sacramento German Genealogical Society, NGS, MGS, and RRVGS.  He served on the Heritage 
Education Commission as Treasurer for several years.  Where do I start with German Research? :   
Where is the book or website with all of my information?  What records do I use to find my ancestors 

place of origin?  These questions and many others will be answered to help you start on the right path.  
A step-by-step process will be explained along with how-to-information for each of the steps.  

Information will be shared on using worksheets and a checklist to help you stay focused on your goal.  
We will also explore websites and references used by the presenter and others to trace your “genes” 

back to the old country.   

  

Family History Research Award Entries 

The Heritage Education Commission, in order to promote family and regional history research, offers 
several book/research awards.  They are listed below.  The Entry Form and the book/research must be 

submitted by September 1, 2016.  They may be submitted in printed or digital form.  Award winners will 
be notified by September 18 and presented at the workshop luncheon. For more information visit 

www.heritageed.com and select Workshop and Research Awards on the top banner or email 

info@heritageed.com.  
 

GK Haukebo Award:  This award is designed to recognize the projects of merit, which assist family 
history researchers in locating genealogical materials or in expanding their research skills. 

Audrey Zube Jones Award:  A major consideration in judging the submitted work will be its future 

usefulness to family, local or regional historians as well as to family descendants.  
Bev Paulson Award:  This award is designed to encourage local genealogists to submit printed or 

duplicated documents such as diaries, journals, memoirs, family reunions or scrapbooks. 
Bernard Gill Youth Award:  This award is designed to encourage young people to research their family 

history and to prepare a document in printed or digital form which will be of interest to their family 
members and/or members of their community.  All entries must have been completed before the 

applicant’s 19th birthday. 

http://www.heritageed.com/
mailto:info@heritageed.com
http://heritageed.com/heritageed2/bookawards/GKHaukeboAwards.pdf
http://heritageed.com/heritageed2/bookawards/AudreyZubeJonesAwards.pdf
http://heritageed.com/heritageed2/bookawards/BevPaulsonAward.pdf
http://heritageed.com/heritageed2/bookawards/BernardGillawardYouth.pdf


 

 

Workshop Registration Information 

Cost: $49 includes luncheon for those whose registration and payment 
are received by Friday, September 16, 2016. Walk-ins are welcome, 
however, the luncheon is not guaranteed for registration fees paid 
after Friday, September 16. 

Workshop Location 

Horizon Middle School 
3601 12th Ave. S., Moorhead, Minnesota  

From Interstate 94 take EXIT 2B [34th St.] to Moorhead; turn right onto 
34th St. S. and go north; turn right onto 12th Ave S.; turn right on 40th St. 
S. The second right on 40th St. will take you directly to the larger 
parking lot on the south side of Horizon Middle School. Please enter 
from the south door #16 adjacent to the parking lot. 

How to Register: 

Online: 
Go to https://communityed.moorheadschools.org. Pay with Visa, 
MasterCard or Discover. 

Call: 218-284-3400 
Pay over the phone with Visa, MasterCard or Discover. 

Mail or Walk In: 
Bring or mail your registration form and payment to:  
Moorhead Community Education 
2410 14th St. S., Moorhead, MN 56560 

Family History Workshop Registration Form FHW10A  

 

Name:  __________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________________________________ 

             _________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: ________________ Email: _____________________________ 

 

Registration Fee: $49/Person _______ (Qty) X $49 = ______ (Total) 

($49 includes conference, materials, refreshments, luncheon) 

 

Make checks payable to ISD 152 or charge to: 

        ___ VISA        ___ MasterCard      ___ Discover 

Card No. _______________________ Exp. Date: __________ 

 

Please indicate special dietary needs: ___________________________ 

 

* List additional registrations on a separate sheet. 

 

https://communityed.moorheadschools.org/

